
June 8, 2018

To: Rensselaer Alumni and Alumnae
From: Shirley Ann Jackson, Ph.D., President, Professor of Physics, Applied Physics,
and Astronomy, Professor of Engineering Sciences
Re: Greek Life Task Force

Founded in 1853, ours is one of the oldest Greek systems on a university campus in the
United States. When Greek organizations fulfill their intended purposes they create
deep friendships, provide members a support network, promote philanthropy and
community service, and aid in the personal development of students.

Nationally, the Greek system is under public and legislative scrutiny. Dozens of
universities and colleges have suspended Greek life because of incidents related to
alcohol abuse, illegal drug use, hazing, sexual misconduct, sexual assault, and acts of
racial discrimination and bigotry. Some of our Greek houses have been suspended as
well, due to similar behavior. Just recently, within our Greek system, we have
experienced drug-related tragedies, alcohol abuse, sexual misconduct, and instances of
hazing. This is antithetical to our commitment to the health, safety and wellbeing of
our community members.

In light of recent incidents, we must determine the next steps Rensselaer should take to
address issues within the Greek system at Rensselaer and to ensure the Greek
organizations fulfill their intended purpose within our community.

I am appointing a Greek Life Task Force, led by Le Norman Strong, Interim Vice
President for Student Life, to assess the system, and work with the community to
identify what is necessary to enact a long-term, sustainable, and comprehensive culture
change to preserve the positive aspects of the Greek system.

In the coming days, Vice President Strong will communicate additional details related
to the review and recommendation process in which we will engage.
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