
 Dear Alumni/ae

I have received several email messages regarding the Greek Life Task Force. As a way
to keep you informed and apprised of the activities related to the Greek Life Task
Force, the Institute has established a website to keep members of our community up-
to-date.

I ask that you share the site link (http://info.rpi.edu/greek-life-task-force) to assist in
our efforts to keep our community well informed.

Thank you,
Graig R. Eastin
Vice President, Institute Advancement

------------------------------------------------

June 20, 2018

To: Rensselaer Alumni and Alumnae
From: LeNorman J. Strong, Interim Vice President for Student Life
Re: Greek Life Task Force

On June 8, President Shirley Ann Jackson wrote to you about the creation of a Greek
Life Task Force. This task force is charged with assessing the Rensselaer Greek Life
system and to “. . . work with the community to identify what is necessary to enact a
long-term, sustainable, and comprehensive culture change to preserve the positive
aspects of the Greek system.”

On June 9, Assistant Vice President/Dean of Students Travis Apgar and I met with
members of the Alumni Inter-Greek Council and Greek chapter advisers to share data
about documented trends that show problems in our Greek system. These trends
include an increasing number of incidents of alcohol abuse, illegal drug use, hazing,
sexual misconduct, sexual assault, and acts of racial discrimination and bigotry. I
reported to those present that immediate action is required to address these increasing
trends, and the Greek Life Task Force will undertake this important work.

This afternoon, I met with the student leadership from our Greek Life system. Among
those participating were the presidents of the Panhellenic Council and the
Interfraternity Council, and presidents from a number of our Greek Life chapters.
During the meeting we discussed information related to judicial cases involving Greek



organizations. While the cases have been fully addressed by the Dean of Students
Office, they also reveal disturbing trends of behaviors occurring in our Greek Life
system. The presidents of the Panhellenic Council and the Interfraternity Council also
shared information from their organizations about work they are committed to doing
that will contribute to improving our Greek Life system. They also voiced their interest
in playing a key role in the Greek Life Task Force.

The main focus of the Greek Life Task Force is to strengthen Greek Life at Rensselaer.
The task force will be an inclusive body comprised of student leaders (Greeks and
non-Greeks), alumni and alumnae, parents, faculty, administrators, and representatives
from the national offices of Greek organizations of which our chapters are members.

The fall semester will be dedicated to efforts that promote the strengths, goodness, and
visibility of the Greek system and its member chapters and individual student
members. Campus and chapter efforts will be focused on:

• Chapter member development
• Development of a comprehensive programming model consistent with the
CLASS Student Experience
• Chapter initiatives that enhance member academic excellence
• Chapter house and related operational improvements
• University service, including spirit development events
• Public service
• Social events that are permissible, and that do not include alcohol

As the Greek Life Task Force prepares to start its work in July, the following actions
are being taken:

• A system-wide pause on all social events with alcohol
• The removal of alcohol and other drugs from chapter houses and activities
• A pause during the fall semester on new member recruitment, rush, and or
intake (to resume in the spring 2019 semester, providing appropriate progress is
made by the Task Force)

All chapters may continue member and campus activities that are not restricted during
this time period.

I appreciate the students, alumni and alumnae, and parents who have already reached
out to me to express their interest in participating in the work of the task force. I will
be confirming members to serve on the panel between now and July 20; I expect that
our work will start immediately after that date.

We have established a Greek Life Task Force webpage, info.rpi.edu/greek-life-task-
force, which will be updated regularly, to keep everyone informed and updated about
this important work. You can also access the webpage from the Rensselaer News and



Student Life websites.
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